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Opinion by Justice Molberg 

By order dated February 27, 2019, we construed appellant’s motion “to supplement this 

court record” as requesting, in part, a review of the trial court’s order sustaining the contest to 

appellant’s statement of inability to afford costs.   As directed to do so by our February 27th order, 

the trial court clerk and court reporter have filed a record of the trial court proceedings on 

appellant’s claim of indigence.  We have reviewed the record and conclude, under the applicable 

abuse-of-discretion standard of review, the contest was correctly sustained.  See Basaldua v. 

Hadden, 298 S.W.3d 238, 241 (Tex. App.—San Antonio 2009, no pet.) (per curiam); Donalson v. 

Barr, 86 S.W.3d 718, 719-20 (Tex. App.—Houston [1st Dist.] 2002, no pet.) (per curiam).   
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As reflected in the record, the court reporter filed a contest to appellant’s statement, and a 

hearing was held.  The parties were notified of the hearing, but appellant failed to appear and failed 

to request a continuance.    

Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 145, which governs statements of inability to afford 

payment of costs, places the burden of proof at a contest hearing on the party who filed the 

statement.  See TEX. R. CIV. P. 145(f)(5).  Not having appeared at the hearing, appellant failed to 

satisfy her burden of proof, and the trial court did not abuse its discretion in sustaining the contest.  

See id.  Accordingly, we affirm the trial court’s order. 
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